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“T have set watchmen on thy walls, O Jeru 
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salem, wo shall never hold their peace day nor night.” 








~ Woodstock, Vt., Saturday, June 2, 1832. 
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From the Southern Pioneer. 
A SERMON. 
By Joun B. Prrxin, Ricumonnp Va. 
Truce and false Religion. 

Text.—‘If any man among you seem to be religious 
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man’s religion is vain. Pure religion and undzfiled 
before God and the Father, is this; to visit the fatherless 
ind widows in their affliction, and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world.—James i, 26, 27. 

When we are told, says a certain writer, that 
aman is religious, we still inquire what are his 
morals? In however taunting a spirit, this re- 
mark may have been made, the pious christian 
must admit, that it possesses a mournful degree 
nf justice, as wellas wit. Indeed, the sentiment 
has obtained a surprising currency in the world, 
that religion is rather a substitute for a moral 
life, than genuine morality itself,—that instead 
of its consisting purely in the love and practice 
of virtue, it is rather to be esteemed, as a some- 
‘hing to make amends for aberrations from duty. 

To a mind animated with just and generous 
sentiments, it is a sorrowfel thought, that in all 
wees of our race, and among the various denom- 
nations of men, this broad distinetion, betwixt 
religion and practicul excellence has been so ex- 
tensively entertained. In each quarter of the’ 
globe, and in every period, in which we can 
trace the history of human beings, they have ex- 
hibited « predominant propensity, to tender 
homage, by one means or another toa presiding 
divinity. And though various opinions have 
sprung up concerning the nature, dispnsitions, 
and requirements of the supreme object of adora- 
tion, though sects have been muttiplied, though 
mumerous institations have been formed, and 
esteemed sacred, though many opposite forms 
of worship have been adopted, though worship- 
pers have manifested the most immoveable tena- 
city to their respective sects, institutions, rites, 
und ceremonies, and though dissentions have 
thence arisen, to diffuse over society, animosi- 
ties of the mostdireful character, to arm intoler- 
ance with the sword of persecution, and to des- 

late the world with rivers of blood, yet amidst 
all these conflicts of opinion, feeling, and prac- 
tice, in respect to one conclusion, a great harmo- 
ny of sentiment has, most unfortunately, pre- 
vailed : this conclusion is, that the Deity is to 
he chiefly honored by services quite distinct from 
the steady pursuit of a blameless life. 

{nm the human soil, we discover a combination 
of properties, which forcibly dispose it to reli- 
gions contemplations. Hence man has been 
dalled a religious animal.—There is that within 
him, which elevates his soul to higher objects of 
trust and veneration, than the whole universe of 
matter affords, that which fixes deeply in his 
mind a sense of his own weakness and depen- 
dence, and inclines bim tolean on an intelligence 
and power, superior to his own—that which 
causes him to shudder at the prospect of annihi- 
lation, and prompts his thoughts to break away 
from the limits ofthe pregént scene, and explore 




















| fair, and manly, and generous, and noble, in the 
; soil. 
‘It is plainly formed to spend its whole strength, 


which awakens, in his breast, a consciousness of 
virtues and of sins, and inspires him with hopes, 
and expectations of reward, “‘a fearful looking 
for of” just retributions. 

I look wpon human nature as having its ori- 
ginal constitution, the germ of a principle pro- 
ductive of all these effects a principle more ex- 
pansive andenergetic, and when rightly cultiva- 
ted and directed, possessed of a more sovereign 
power to dignity and bless, than all otier en- 
dowments, but in its perversions, as having fear- 
ful capacities to degrade, and wither all that is 


This principle, I call. the.religieus one. 


in urging man up to lofty and virtuous attain- 
ments ; but it has to struggle against a headlong 
tide of opposing and desolating influences, and 
is often strangled, and drowned, and left 2 form- 
Jess mass of corruption, by the fury of the tor- 
rents that boils up, and roll onward from the 
fountains of lust and passion, Man finds in his 
animal nature, gross principles, which are in- 
cessantly striving for mastery over the higher 
dictates of his judgement, and the more a miable 
feelings of his heart. He is continually called 
to listen to the mandates of ‘a law in his n.em- 
bers warring against the Jaw of” his “mind”. 

“He is in a strait, betwixt two.” He loves 
to gratify his passions, and yet he dreads the 
consequence. He hugs vice, and trembles at 
vengeance. Ele looks onsia, lighted with asmile, 
but beholds heaven darkened by aforwn. What 
has he to do? Restrain his guilty appetites, or 
meet the wrath which awaits their indulgence. 
He dislikes to do eehen secks a remedy. 
He wants something that Will prove an accom- 
modation betwixt bim ‘and his God—some- 
thing that will allow him to pursue his vicious 
inclinations, and yet avert the wrath of an in- 
sulted Deity—in a word, something that will 
answer in the room of virtue. Hence glittering 
spires from consecrated edifices, have towered 
towards heaven. Hence, altars have been rear- 
ed, and the blood of sacrificial victims, has 
smoked on their fires) Hence, men have made 
yows, and penances, and pilerimages. Hence 
sad looks, and merry ones, feasting and fasting, 
imploring, and blessing, laughing and crying, 
singing and sighing, groaning and shouting, 
kneeling, and dancing, have all, at one time or 
another, been practised, and called serving Gad ; 
and thus rational beings have so far perverted 
their faculties, as to vainly dream they were 
carrying on a succéssful barter with the Divini- 
ty, to pay him off in all this wretched trumpery 
of heartless observances for the continual viola- 
tion, through the indulgence of their unhallowed 
propensities, of the moral order of his universe. 

Man must, and will have some religion or 
other; and since the practice of the true, is at- 
tended by what he deems so many costly re- 
straints upon his desires, he is prone to search 
out for himself, as a substitute, some bager prin- 
ciple of veneration, and to employ his powers in 
some service, that’ may at once serve to hush 
the tumult of his conscience, and to secure him 
the approbation of the world—that in his own 
eyes, and in the sight of others, will give him 
the appearance, of being truly religious, without 
subjecting him tv the trouble of becoming really 
so. tought not then to be any disparagement 
to true religion, that an agent whose proper of- 
fice is to maintain perpetual conflict with the 
corrupt dispositions of human nature, and which 


respect, should, through our false views of hap- 
piness, and eargeness for enjoyment, be fre- 
quently supplanted by principles of a gross, and 
spurious character. Silver and gold are valua- 
ble metals, and they are rendered no less sv 
from the fact, that fraudulent avarice has often 
succeeded, in producing from less precious ma- 
terials close resemblance to them. ‘The very 
worth which is attached to a genuine currency, 
proves the occasion of tlie numerous impositions 
that are practised thro’ counterfeits. Let not 
then, my christian audience, the deplorable prev- 
alence of fatse and hurtful views of God and dv- 
ty, serve in any measure, to close ep your minds 
against the reception of suchas are trne and 
beneficial. 

Having thus lingered unusually, though per- 
haps not unpardonably long, about the threshold 
of my subject, and taken a general survey of its 
premises, I shall now proceed to a more partic- 
ular illustration of the sentiments embodjed in 
my text, by endeavoring to make a proper dis- 
tinction betwixt what constitutes the soul and 
essence of “pure religion and undefiled,” and ' 
those deceptive appearances that are sometimes 
mistaken for it. 

I begin by observing, that the abstract doc- 
trines we confess, form no test of the purity of 
our practical religion. While on the other hand, 
in many respects we may believe well, and yet 
generally practice ill, su, on the other, the influ- 
ence of pernicious errors, may be so counter- 
balanced in the mind, by oppesite good princi- 
ples, as to render the harboring of them cunsis- 
tent with great correctness of heart and life. 
And hence it is, that false religion is often nour- 
ished and exhibited in regions, and under cir- 
cumstances the most fitvorcble to the praduc- 
tion of the true, that which is aéceptable to God 
and salutary to the human soul is not confined 
to any special spot of earth, or within the limits 
of any particular religiots denomination, but is 
cherished and manifested, as J maintain, not on- 
ly among the several orders which bear the 
christian name, but even far beyond the boun- 
daries of the whole community, who acknowl- 
edge the New Testament as the standard of 
their fait. The pure religion spoken ot in my 
text, is plainly synonymous with virtue, in the 
broadest and best sense we can attach to that 
word. By virtue, I mean a just perception in 
the understanding of what is truly excellent, anc 
of what is not a prevailing disposition of the 
heart, to love that which is right, and to ab- 
hor what is wrong, and what follows as a ne- 
cessary consequence, the habitual practice of an 
outward demeanor in harmony with a judgment 
thus correct, and a heart thus pure. Virtue, so 
defined, forms the complete standard of true re- 
ligion. To this standard, in its perfection, we 
cannot suppose any mortal ever to have ‘attained. 
Imperfection must in the nature of things, char- 
acterize every being but God. 

Among mankind, the most highly cultivated 
intellects are by no means free from misappre- 
hensions concerning truth; hearts the most 
amiable are still lable to improper desires, and 
lives the best regulated are yet defective. We 
may properly call a man truly religious, just in 
proportion as in his sentiments and conduct he 
appreaches to perfect virtue, and he is this, 
whether his advances in wisdom and goodness 
have been prompted and directed by the influ- 
ence of one mode of instruction, or that of an- 
other. Whether he was born a Jew or Gentile, 
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has been guided to knowledge 


discoveries of phylosophy 
Confucius by the truths that 


by Se Salm or 
are blended with 


fables of the Koran, by some feeble and scat-, 


tered rays of light thet glimmer through the 
darkness of FerheSiceeditio. by the broad 
glare of instruction that. Kame from the sacred 
pages of Moses, and the holy bards of Judea; or 
whether he has been blessed with the’ still 

broader glory of the star of Bethlehem, under 
whatever circumstances of birth, or beneath 
whatever influence of education, his Creator has 
been pleased to place him, so that he improves 
the best advantage he enjoys—so that his un- 
derstanding makes progress in truth—so that ke 
cultivates and exhibits benevolent feelings, and 

so that he is possessed” of uprightness of life, he 
honors the nature that God has bestowed on 

him, and is doubtless regarded by his Maker, 

with apprebation and love. This sentiment is 
plainly in accordance with the teachings of 
scripture. Says Paul, 

“For not the hearers of the law are just be- 
fore God, but the doers of the law shall be justi- 
fied. For when the Gentiles which have not 
the law, do by nature, the things that are con- 
tained therein, these having not the law, are the 
law unto themselves; which show the work. of 
the law written in their hearts, their consciences 
also bearing witness, and their thoughts, the 
meanwhile accusing or else excusing one anoth- 
er.” 

In the expression of these sentiments, let me be 
neither misunderstood, nor misrepresented. The 
remarks I have just made, are by no means de- 
signed to convey the impression, that it is a mat- 
ter of no consequence, what a man believes, 
that it is of hght moment, what system of reli- 
gious teachings he adopts, that it is just as well 
to be in faith a Jew, a Mahomedan, a Pagan, or 
ar Atheist, as to be a firm, sincere believer in 
the Christian Religion—God knows, I harbor 
no such sentiment. I know of no nobler gift 
which he could have granted to the immortal 
minds of his rational creatures, than the revela- 
tion he has made through his Son. But the 
written word, though the clearest, is not the on- 
ly declaration of himself, with which the Crea- 
tor has furnished his intelligent offspring. He 
has impressed deep and bold inscriptions of his 
being, his attributes, and will, all over the splen- 
did page of the.material universe; and he 
has endowed man in every lund, with’a greater 
or less capacity, to understand and copy that 
excellence which he gees so abundantly display- 
ed, in his Maker’s works around him. He has 
interwoven even the coarsest textures of the hu- 
man soul, with the nicest threads of bumane and 
generous feeling. Virtues of the most admira- 
ble cast are often discoverable in minds obscured 
by gross barbarity. Among the nations, wan- 
ting in all the refinements of civilized life, we 
may find striking exhibitions of the most noble 
and estimable qualities. And who but the veri- 
est bigot, can doubt but that the poor savage, 
whose benevolent feelings, breaking away from 
the limits of his own kindred and people, prompt 
the exercise of a rough but honest hospitality, 
to the fatigued stranger, and even so far gain a 
mastery over the principles of retaliation, which 
so many circumstances contribute to nourish 
within him, as to cause him to render good for 
evil, to guide his «nemy to his hut, and when 
thirsty, give him drink; when famishing, 
bread; when defenceless, protection; when lost, 
guidance to his own land—I say, who can fora 
moment doubt, that this untutored child of na- 
ture, in the practical manifestation of such work- 
ings of the heart, renders a service far mere ac- 
ceptable to God, than all the pompous_ parade 
of external worship, often practiced in decorated 
temples? I believe, indeed, that holy energy 
which awakens and gives strength to the reli- 
gious principle in man, is an all-pervading spirit, 
uncloistered within the confines of any sect or 
system, bounding its operations by no creed, 
rank or denomination of men, but communica- 
ting itself to the human mind, under a thousand 
different circumstances, and through a great va- 
riety of channels, finding in every country, and 
under various forms of worship, hearts honest 
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cep hese sey ore der bet Pe 
uty, Yet though .t ivine spirit is dif- 
fusive, though God has no seca. il man with- 
out manifestations of himself, and incitements to 
goodness, still it is evident that ends age to be 
accomplished in the soul, just in proportion to 
the adaptedness of means for their execution, 
and that one system of instruction may be an a- 
gent of vastly more power than ought else, to 
work into the mind, te fertilize it with benign 
influences, to plant it with deep and vigorous 
principles, and so convert it into a fruitful field 
for the constant residence and husbandry of 
truth and conscience. 

Christianity, ifI rightly apprehend it, presents 
a system, of this strong and generous character. 
The delineations it gives of the Supreme Being 
—of the spirituality of his nature—of his pater- 
ral plan of government—of his inflexible justice 
—ot his infinite compassion, mercy and grace— 
of the unchangeableness of disposition, purpos- 
es, and conduet; the soft and amiable, yet firm 
and manly spirit it breathes—the patient endur- 
ance of evils it enjoins—the willingness it goes 
to establish, to meet tribulations, and to seek e- 
ven martyrdom rather than to warp or violate 
conscience—the general purity and devotedness 
to virtue of heart and life, it enforces—the ex- 
ample it furnishes in the person of the Saviour— 
the assurance it gives of immortality—in short, 
its whole power to stimulate to action the most 
potent energies of our moral nature, to produce 
freedom of thought—to awaken fear, caution and 
prudence—to inspire hope, gratitude and love, 
through the diversified views it affords, of the 
divine pleasure, and of man’s duty, interest, and 
prospects—the success with which it has con- 
densed the most comprehensive and useful 
teachings, within a small compass, thus deman- 
ding no tedious investigations of detail, but fitting 
its most important truths to the ready compre- 
bension Of all, and by single and concentrated 
eiforts, throwing before the mind a profusien of 
moral light. The whole plan ef operation it 
thus pursues, in regard to ends and means, gives 
to the gospel an unspeakable superiority, as a 
benign and efficient agent to act on men’s minds, 
over the whole train of influences that have been 
summoned and disciplined in the citadets of infi- 
del philosophy, qgpersbalied on the plains of 
fabulous theology.” © 

In speaking infsuch terms of the character 
and tendeney of christianity, 1 have made no 
parade of heartless sounds. [ have uttered what 
I fully believe and-solemnly feel. Under the 
force of such impressions, | can conceive of no 
schemes tvo vast and of no labors too severe, to 
extend and perpetuate the pure, unadulterated 
influence of the christian religion. Yet much as 
we ought to prize the blessings of the New Tes- 
tament, we are not to imagine that those who 
enjoy its benefits are the exclusive objects of the 
Universal Father’s favorable regard: or that 
genuine goodness is restricted to them. No, we 
are bound to award ‘honor, esteem, and charity 
tothe virtues of the conscientious Mahometan, 
Pagan or Jew; while the mere profession of the 
name of Christ, unaceompanied by a temper and 
practice in conformity to his, entitles no one to 
credit in the sight of Ged or man. We are to 
love and venerate integrity and purity of heart, 
and life, as the peculiar features of our Maker’s 
image in the humon soul, wherever we meet with 
them, whether in Jew or Gentile, more than any 
outward profession of r-ligion; we are to-esteem 
the Christian religion above every other religious 
system, because of all the means of spiritual im- 
provement which God has bestowe:l on man, we 
find it the most promotive of virtue. 

We are to honor Christ because we honor the 
Father, striving to advance the perfection of his 
noblest work—the immortal soul ; and we-are to 
express our reverence for the Saviour, by con- 
forming to his precepts, »nd copying his exam- 
ple. But we may be boisterous in vocal praise, 
to “God and the Lamb ;” we may “weary echo” 
with the toud repetitions of Lord, Lord—we may 
call ourselves by thé holiest name, and unite 
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appearances; we.may adhere with great pert: 
nacity fo the letter of, the’€ospel, and yet be un 
influenced by the amiable spirit of its Divine Au- 
thor, and so afterall be as sounding brasg, and a 
pens Sy 9 seeming “‘to be. ious,” but 
deceiving our own hearts, and possessing’ a reli- 
gion altogether vain; and even while our knees 
are planted before an altar of homage, and while 
the sacred name of the Lord Jesus Christ is on 
our lips, and words of supplication to Jehovah, 
are breaking forth from our tongues, expressing 
great pity and emploring mercy, for the benight- 
ed heathen, we ought to beware, lest in the sight 
of the heart-searching God, we are viewed ns 
far less the children of the kingdom of heaven, 
than many a poor, ignorant, but sincere, and 
well meaning son of nature, who is ignorantly, 
yet devoutly offering the best religious service he 
knows of, in a sacrifice to a senseless idol. 

These reflections lead me to remark in the 
second place, that those expressions of uncom- 
mon zeal, and earnestness which we occasional- 
ly witness among religious sectariaus, to impress 
the minds of others, with their own peculiar 
tenets, are frequently attended by no evidence, 
that they are the effects of “religion pure and un- 
defiled.” Men may be very zealous, and very 
sincere too in their zeal to promote either a good 
or a bad cause. It does not go a step, to prove 
the goodness of a cause, that it has a large body 
of partizans, er that those partizans secure to 
themselves great power, and employ it with un- 
tiring assiduity in extending their mutual inter- 
ests. If it proved any such thing, the kind of 
proof might be successfully adduced, in support 
of the pretensions of more than half the religious 
orders under heaven ; since hosts have rallied a- 
round the respective standards of a great num- 
ber of sects, and have been animated by the 
most irrepressible earnestness to carry their o- 
pinions into general respect, and veneration. 
The Pharisees of our Saviour’s time, were ac- 
cording to their own professions, the only ortho- 
doz religionists, in the world, yet it is plain, that 
among some truths, they embraced and propaga- 
ted many gross, and pernicious errors. Jesus 
frankly informed them, that they “made the 
commandment of God of none effect” by their 
“tradition.” Yet they ‘‘compassed sea and land 
to make one ,proselyte.”. Now this proves tha: 
they were exceedingty %ealous in their Sort of 
religion, but it does not prove, that religion to 
have been pure and undefiled ;—it shows, what 
great exertions they made, to push forward their 
cause, but it does not show, that cause to have 
been a good one, for immediately after our Sa- 
viour had spoken of their great effoits, to make 
a proselyte, he declares, “and when ye have 
made him, he is two fold more the child of hell 
than yourselves. 

What people, let me ask, discover a more rig- 
id tenacity to their peculiar doctrines, and insti- 
tutions, than do the Mahometans ? Who esteem 
themselves more. orthodoz, or express a more 
feeling concern for the souls of their fellow men 1 
Who.express more joy at the conversion of an 
unbeliever, to their faith, or who exhibit a stron- 
ger panic of dread and horror in anticipation of 
the awful wrath, which, they suppose awaits such, 
as dare refuse assent to the pretensions of the 
prophet, and Omar. Take for instance the fol- 
lowing account given by major Denham in bis 
“African Travels” of an interview betwixt a few 
Mahometans and a party of English travellers : 
“When the true believers, as they styled them- 
selves, saw that the English travellers were not 
of their faith; Boo Khaloom, an Arabian lead- 
er, told the people that the English were unfor- 
tunate ;-that they did not believe in the book ; (the 
Koran) that they had a book of their own, (the 
Bible) which did not speak of the Mahomet, and 
that blind‘as they were, they believed in it! This 
account was received bya general groan! Onc 
Malem Chadiiy, however, did: not content him- 
self with groaning; he exclaimed, turn! turn! 
say God is God ; and Mahomet is his prophet ;— 
Wash, and become clean, and paradise is open 
to you. Without this, what can save you from 
eternal fire?’ Nothing: O; while sitting in the 
third. heaven, I'shall see you in the midst of the 
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yet suffer all our faith to evaporate in words and’. 


flames, crying out to your friend Barca Gana.,, 
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cand myself, friend give me a drop of water, but 
the. gulph will be between us, and it will, be too 
Jate.. The Malem’stears flowed in abundance, 
during this harangue and. every body appeared 
affected by hus eloquence.” I dismiss this nar- 
ration with a single remark, we are forcibly re- 
minded hy it, of the deep and permanent .convic- 
tions, which education may fasten on the human 
mind, in favor of the most abominable supersti- 
tions. 

Among the numerous denominations of chris- 

tians, no oue perhaps, has given evidence of 
such unquenchable enthusiasm, and untiring zeal, 
as the order of the Jesuits. This enterprising 
body flourished, for a considerable part of two 
centuries, in which period, they contrived to 
make their power felt over a great part of the 
globe. Their whole policy was founded in an 
intimate acquaintance with humannature. They 
knew how to find access to the predominant 
passion of the earth.—They could aid political 
ambition, in its acquisitions of power ;—they 
could weave the garland of literary fame, to 
deck the brow of the aspiring student, to avarice 
they could offer means for accumulating wealth ; 
they could inspire hopes, from their smiles and 
fears; from their frowns, in every grade and 
class of the community, from the monarch in 
his palace, to the peasant in his hovel. They 
shut themselves up in no monasteries, but free- 
ly mingled in the several associations of active 
life. ‘They could accomodate themselves to all 
wmanners and habits ; with the bigot, they could 
affect bigotry, with the liberalist, they could 
reason down, the peculiarities of their creed in- 
-to a show, of liberality of sentiment ; they secur- 
ed the influence of the females, and power to for- 
ward or hinder various matrimonial alliances. 
They animated the wife to enlist to their schemes, 
the favor of the husband, and the mother, to 
plant a reverence for their opinions and persons, 
among the earliest, and therefore most durable 
impressions of her children ;—they sought and 
obtained en almost entire dominion over the 
education of youth; their teachers conducted the 
most humble schools, and presided over the 
most distinguished seminaries of Jearning. The 
works of their authors, from the ponderous tome, 
down to the little pamphlet, were circulated in 
all directions: their priests were often those who 
had been selected from the most obscure, and in- 
digent families, and educated by the charity of 
the order, and thus, a steadfast adherence to their 
opinions and rules was secured from numbers 
of the clergy, by the double tie of prejudices 
firmly rivetted, by a long and restricted course 
of education, and an abiding consciousness of 
dependance. 

Under the specious pretext, of “advancing the 
Redeemer’s kingdom,” instead of their own ag- 
grandizement, vast stores of wealth, were pro- 
cured from various sources, and deposited in 
their coffers. The spirit of exclusiveness anima- 
ted the whole range of their proceedings. Their 
denunciations were lavished on heretics, and no 
artifice passed untired, which promised the down- 
fall of whatever opposed their designs. ‘Their 
power over men’s minds, and destinies fell short 
of scarcely any thing, but omnipotence. All 
Europe trembled beneath the stately tread of 
their gigantic influence, while the feet of their 
missionaries impressed the shores of ‘remote re- 
gions. Even the untutored native of the Ameri- 
can wilderness, was taught to bow at the nod, 
and cower at the frown of the stern supporters 
ofthe holy mother church.” Such were the 
Jesuits, among whom were many prodigies of 
learning, and no doubt, many sincere, well mean- 
ing christians, but who asan order I believe, 
it will be generally agreed, at least, among Prot- 
estants, formed the most aspiring. energetic, 
corrupt, and dangerons assemblage of men, that 
ever disgraced the sacred name of Jesus. They 
attained to the climax of wickedness, and met a 
just retribution, ina rapid and violent overthrow, 
and the very name of their sect floats on the 
memories of mankind, as a thing of pollution, 
while their history remains as a perpetual warn- 
iag to the ministers of the altar, of the judgment 
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lighting in its temple, the “‘strange fire” of un- 
hallowed se}f-advagcement and party intolerance, 
and to the guardians of the state, it preaches a 
faithful exhortation, to bar out from the policy 
of goverment, the sacrilegiouss intrusions of 
ecclesiastical intrigue. 

My design in advancing the considerations I 
have here brought to view, is totally misappre- 
hended, if I am understood to. offer any dispar- 
agement to a truly pious engagedness and per- 
severance. Zeal cannot be too much prized, 
and commended, when it proceeds from a really 
benevolent motive, when it is directed to the 
furthering of a worthy object and when it's reg- 
ulated, in all its operations, by knowledge, pru- 
dence, and discretion. 

“It is good,” says the apostle, “to be zealous- 
ly affected, always in a good thing.” But again 
he speaks of a “zeal not according to knowledge.” 
The conclusion I wish my remarks to leave on 
your minds, is, that we cannot be too active in 
doing good, we are not to mistake the mere spirit 
of excitement, which occasionally animates an 
ambitious sect to advance its peculiar interests, 
for the tranquil and steady operations of that 
meek, unostentatious, and unrestricted charity, 
which forms the essence of “religion pure and 
undefiled.” 

I pass on to remark, that the cultivation of a 
desponding tone of feeling in the mind, and the 
exhibition of a formal sanctity and gloom, in 
the outward demeanor, not only do not consti- 
tute true religion itself, but are no favorable in- 
dications of it. I speak thus, beeause “‘disfig- 
ured faces,” and “sad countenances,” were es- 
pecially alluded to by our Lord, as the peculiar 
marks of hypocrites; because, tvo, the general 
observation of mankind, goes to establish the 
propriety of his hints, and because I feel that re- 
ligion has suffered great misappreliension and 
injury, from the solitary and gloomy dress she 
has so frequently madeto assume. We have not 
to visit the abodes of monastic seclusion, to find 
devotion habited in a studied dress of mou: nful- 
ness. No, in the promiscuous intercourse of so- 
cial life, we discover with what success an asso- 
ciation can train its members to a peculiarity of 
movement and appearaace—to the deep-drawn 
sigh —to the slow, hollow utterance—or when 
rapid and foaming, to fearful and terrific notes 
and cadences, to a distended visage, and to a 
unifom air of solemnity, dejectednes:, and sor- 
row. Itis true, religion presents solemn truths, 
and goes to inspire deep Fecling, ‘ut deep reli- 
gious feeling has more appropriate expressions 
than a sour look, a formal air, a sighing utter- 
ance, or a canting phraseology. Its proper 
manifestation is the cheerful performance of the 
several duties religion-prescribes. I would by 
no means encourage a trifling levity of thought, 
feeling or deportment; I would only discounte- 
nance the idea, that religion is necessarily ac- 
companied by any thing unsocial or forbidding; 
and we ought always to be suspicious of the 
depth of a man’s understanding, or of the purity 
of his intentions, when we discover that he wuuld 
attach to himselfimportance and respec:, by the 
solemnity of his outward carriage. 

The experience of mankind will show, that 
the most grave and formal, are in general very 
far from being the wisest, or best men. The 
owl wears the deepest gravity of visage, and ut- 
ters the most desponding note of perhaps any 
of the feathered tribe, but has never been val- 
ued for profoundness or benefit. The more 
cheerful songsters of the grove have a power to 
awaken sensations, far more thrilling and gen- 
erous. If any man should be cheerful, it is he 
who confides in the Supreme Being, and who 
through virtue excludes trom his breast an up- 
braiding conscience. 

I observe in the 4th place, that aman may 
“seem to be religious,and deceive bis own heart,” 
in the practice ofa religion that “is vain,” by mis- 
taking the rigid observance of rites, ceremonies, 
and various outward forms of worship, or ati- 
mated tones of feeling, for the practice of true 
religion. _I have no idea that the heathen are a 
more pious people than the believers in christi- 





which hangs over him, who dares profane the 
meek ‘and beneficient spirit of christianity, by 





unity; but it ie certain that the most zealous 
christinns fall far behind the devotees of Mostem 


faith, or the poor victims of Hindoo superstition, 
in devoteness to prayers and sacrifices, and va- 
rious expressiéns of religic It is no 
little commendation to the gospel’ system, that 
its founder has sanctioned so few external ordi- 
nances, that unimpeded by a load of burden- 
some ceremonies, it carries its whole weight di- 
rectly to the heart, and strikes at once on the 
springs of moral action. Still, in christian eom- 
munities, a most undue respect is often paid to 
a few formal acts of religious service. 

I know of nothing more common among us, 
than to hear one individual distinguished from 
others, as a really pious man, whose sole claim 
to such a character rests on the facts of his hav- 
ing related a certain routine of feelings which a 
grave body, who assumed to be good jadges of 
the operations of the holy spirit, agreed to call 
genuine conversion,—of his having been baptised 
—became a eommunicant at the Lord’s table, 
and of his occasionally reading scripture, and 
offering up a prayer in presence of his family or 
in a religious meeting ; while if we become inti- 
mately acquainted with him, we may find that 
he is neither enlightened by christian truth, nor 
merciful to the poor, nor even just in his ordinary 
dealings with his fellow men. Yet this man 
thinks himself vastly n.ore acceptable to God, 
than his less ostentatious neighbor, who makes 
not half his professions, but is uniformly a com- 
passionate, charitable, and strictly upright mem- 
ber of society. The one passes in the world for 
a religious man, and though his brethren of the 
church are sometimes forced to admit that he 
seems somewhat too worldly minded, that practi- 
cally he does not appear to be quite so good a 
christian as he might be, still they maintain, he 
relates a very satisfactory experience, and they 
have great charity for him, expressing little or 
no doubt but he knows what religion is, and so will 
finally get to heaven, while the other is called a 
mere moralist, who indulges the silly conceit that 
the most efficient means of gaining the approba- 
tion of his Maker is to do good to his creatures ; 
and professing christians, though they allow that 
so far as the trifling matter of mortality—of good. 
works, is concerned, he certainly merits esteem 
—are feign to look fearful for his eternal desti- 
ny, and to express pity that so good a man 
through want of accordance with them im rela- 
tion to some prescribed dogmas of faith, should 
render himself constantly obnoxious to the ter- 
rible vengeance of a vindictive Ged. People 
who think and talk thus at random, ought to be 
reminded thatno train of inward Sensations de- 
serves a moment’s respect, unless it becomes pro- 
ductive of outward morality;—-that outward cer- 
emonies are of no value, only so far as they point 
and incite the heart to just exercises,—that the 
scriptures are of no more consequence to us, than 
the columns of a newspaper, only in proportion 
as we apprehend their meaning, reeeive their 
instructions, and are thereby induced to live a- 
greeably to their precepts,—that though daily 
acts of religious devotion, when properly appre- 
ciated and rightly praeticed, are more prolific 
sources of good order in our hearts and in our 
houses: yet mere songs of praise, and words of 
prayer are as idle as the sensless breeze, any 
farther than they serve to promote our advances 
in practical virtue,—and that no sentiments can 
he essentially defective, which are consistent 
with uniform uprightness of conduct,—that the 
only just role for judging the tree, is by its fruit ; 
that as to faith, “He eannot be wrong, whose 
life is im the right.” 

Thus, my fnends, have I labored in the pre- 
ceeding remarks, to separate truth from error : 
to discard false views, and to bring to light just 
ones, in regard to a most important subject; in 
a word, to discover what are the real, and what 
the illusory tests, of vital holiness. We have 
seen that many things pass in the world for true 
religion, but that appearanees are not always re- 
alities,—that many things are called true religion, 
but that names are not things, nor in every case, 
just representatives of things. 

In consequence of the 44th page being occupied 
me other matter, 4 section of the preceding 
discourse will be found en the 47th page of this 





paper.] 








- 


aa 


® — ~y fam ene, OOF 














EXTRACT. 
“I think it held six days. The twu days—aw- 
ful to relate! not a single preselyte was made, 
notwithstanding the Presbyterians, Baptists and 
Methodists, were said to. be united, heart. and 
hand, and they believed their prayers were all 
the prayers of faith. Their unsuccessfulness in 
inaking proselytes was, in a great measure, im- 
puted to the crafty arts of the Universalists over 
the audience ; for many of them out of curiosity, 
attended the meeting one or two of the first days, 
but were at last so disgusted at their proceedings 
that they left them.—The awful .denunciations of 
the priests, were now redoubled: “© what stub- 
bora wretches ye are, thus to stand out, two long. 
days that this meeting has held. O we are a- 
fraid you have sinned away your day of grace, 
and that now God himself cannot save you—we 
are afraid he will this day come cut in judgment 
against you, and send you to hell, Repen: this 
minute or youare lost furever—yea, insta‘tly, 
come out into the aisle and fall down upon your 
ixuees that the saints may pray for you; or O, 
you can expect no mercy in this world or the 
next—nothing but bell and its torments—fire and 
hrimstone—ghosts aud demens—shrieks and 
wailings forever and evermore will be your por- 
tion, if you do not instantly obey the voice of 
God! Ov ye awful and dreadful Universalists, 
now is the time to make your peace with your 
God—obey the voice of God and the Cospel this 
day,” &c. &c. Merciful God! thought 1, is 
this. the voice of God—this the Gospel of peace, 
which “is glad tidings to ail people’’—this the 
language of our blessed Redeemer and his a- 
postles when on carth 1—TI involuntarily shudder- 
ed at the perversion of the seriptures by these 
fanatical priests, and I could not help groaning 
outright—the awful and demoniacal denunciations 
of God's wrath (as they said) to his children, 
seemed to increase in tenfold proportion every 
hour through the whole day—every physical and 
mental power of these “holy and sweet messen- 
gers of peace,” seemed to be strained and exer- 
ted to its fullest extent—-the power of overstrain- 
ed oratory and gesture—the rolling eye-ball—the 
stamp of the fuot—the pounding of the clenched 
hands—their hoarse and grating voices—togeth- 
er with the awful denunciations, which they con- 
veyed to the congregation, seemed to excite in 
the minds.of sound and reflecting men nothing 
more than merited contempt. Inthe evening of 
the third day, the tremenduous, awful and bias- 
phemous denunci&tions were redoubled, and in- 
deed with such success that four or five females 
and two or three males were heard to ery that 
they were “lost and undone,” and that “the pains 
of hell had got hold of them,’ and be damned 
they must—‘“glory to God,” shouted the priests 
—‘our prayers have at last been answered— 
God has at last come down into our midst.” 
Such shouts and clappings of hands by the priests 
then followed, that for a while the groans and 
howlings ef the poor deluded persons were abso- 
jutely drowned. One little innocent girl was 
heard to cry, “O, the devil is coming, mother— 
O, don’t you see him yonder? I am lost forev- 
er;’’ and immediately fainted, and fell into her 
mother’s arms. _ Poor innocent creature ! but O, 
cruel and heartless priests! Indeed, her fears 
of hell were so great that she expected the deyil 
would come after her immediately ; and her im- 
agination had so magnified the person of a poor’ 
innecent negro, who at that instant entered an 
adjoining pew, that she no doubt thought him to 
be the devil himself! Two fell upon their knees 
and declared they never would rise again until 
they get religion—but would die in that position 
:f God would net forgive them. Was not this 
tempting God? Yea, verily. One old woman 
seemed by her language and gestures to manifest 
ample proof that her. reason had nearly, if not 
quite, abdicated its throne, and now left her a 
spectacle of insanity, Her language ran thus ; 
“Tam damned—husband damned —child damned 
all, together—cruel devil—crue] hell—no! no— 
just hell—just devil—O, how hot it burns —I am 
all on hell fire’! The prayers of the priests, the 
groans and howlings of the peor frightened per-| 





sons, mingled together, seemed to afford a spec- 


tacle altogether insupportable to me, as well ds 
many others, and, with mingled pity and con- 
tempt, I left the house fully determined never to 
attend a meeting of the kind again. My mind 
was filled with sensatious altogether indescriba- 
ble. The next day | was informed the number 
of prostlytes was six, seven only seemed to be 
under concern of mind. But alas! two of the 
principle ‘priests gave out—their lungs were so 
impaired by officiating, in conveying the joyful 
tidings of hell and damnation, fire and brimstone, 
to the audience composed of wicked and stub- 
born sinners, Universalists among the number— 
that the awful tones of their voices, which be- 
fore sounded like those of tigers and screech owls 
were now reduced to whispers; (dreadful con- 
trasts !) yes, said they, “we have reduced our- 
selves to the present situation by trying to pull 
you out of hell fire.” 





One of Dr. Ely’s correspondents complains of a want 
of charity and brotherly love among the Presbyterians, 
in Philadelphia, and writes as follows—we presume his 
remarks are founded in truth, and are applicable to 
many churches of that denomination. 

Tothe Editor of the Philadelphia. 

Sir,—Having for a length of time observed, 
that Christianity came short of producing in its 
professors that brotherly love which it was wont 
to do in primitive times, I atn desirous that 
some clear head and able pen should investigate 
the cause. In persuing the Scripturss of the New 
Testament, we find that the first Christians lived 
in love with one another, as brethren, and had 
all thingscommen. As the number increased, 
we find the same was the fact, until they consis- 
ted of above 5000 persons. While they lived in 
love, and had all things common, the word grew 
and increased among them. Such, and the like, 
are the continued statements of the Scriptures. 
The people in those days fared no better than 
their teachers; the teachers no better than the 
people, in pecuniary matters ; and all was unity. 
The ministers sought to improve the condition 
of the people, and the people as they were con- 
verted, strove together with one accord to 
strengthen, and help their ministers and one a- 
nother. It was then a work of self-denial to be 
either a minister or a professor of the religion of 
Jesus. Now the times are different. There is 
apparently but little love among most of the pro- 
fessors of religion notwithstanding the efforts that 
appear to be making for the spread of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, and the diffusion of Chris- 
tian knowledge. Now, brother goeth to law with 
brother, and‘that before the unjust, and the un- 
godly, and many bite and devour one another, 
The house of worship is not unfrequently made 
a bone of contention among its members ; owing 
to its not being the common property of the peo- 
ple Who go to worship in it. It is the property 
of individuals,—many of whom have bought it on 
speculation: or it is considered as real estate; 
and bought and sold like other preperty. This 
the writer considers wrong; inasmuch as it 
keeps many from the house of God, and the 
means of grace; especially the ‘poor, who are 
not able to hire a seat; and much less to buy a 
pew. You may reply, there are seats appropri- 
ated in all the churches—for strangers, and the 
poor. I know not but this is the fact; yet I 
have been a resident of this city for three years, 
and visited nearly all the churches, and I could 
not tell any inquirer which or where those seats 
were, yetfew would be willing to oceupy them ; 
to be made the gazing stock of the curious, as be- 
ing strangers, or poor. It may be observed that 
there are in most of the churghes pews that are 
not full; and that the owners of them are ever 
ready to open them to strangers. This depends 
on cireamstances which a Christian should blush 
toname. If th: man appears to be of conse- 
quence, as the world terms it, one who is rich or 
distinguished, in any way which the world calls 
honourable, a dozen pew doors will be thrown 
epen to him. Yet when a poor, but humble 
Christian comes in, he may walk the Jength of 
the aisle, up and down, and no person will see 
him, ‘There are few, especially the poor, who 
like to intrude on what is considered the prop- 
erty of others: at Jeast they’ feel a delicacy in 
walking through the aisles of a Church, and by 
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they are looking for a seat; or for some one to 
open to them « pew door. “When there comet! 
into your assembly, a man with a gold ring,” &c. 
Perhaps 1 have felt apd noticed these things: 
more from not being acquainted with city cti- 
quette and usages. Though I am a professor of 
religion, seeing ‘as I have seen and feeling as I 
do, L have forborne, or neglected to connect my- 
self with any church as yet: and though I am 
known to one minister at least, and many pro- 
fessors of religion, yet J have never bees visited 
in the three years. : 

Feeling as we do an anxicty that the Expositor should 
be sustained we cheerfully present our readers the 
following article that they may see in what high estima- 
tion this work is held by our much respected, Br. Drew, 
Editor of the Christian Intelligencer. 

UNIVERSALIST EXPOSITOR. 

The May number of this work, which appear- 
ed last week, concludes the second volume : 
and with theclose of this volumne we understand 
it has been the design of the Proprietors to dis- 
continue the publication—the subscriptions net 
being large enough to cover the expenses. But 
at the advice and solicitations of some of our 
brethren in Boston and vicinity, the Proprietors 
have concluded to continue the work, provided 
sufficient accession be speedily made to the list ; 
otherwise the present number will be the last. 

The Expositor is a work which we think Uni- 
versalists should take pride and pleasure in sup- 
porting. It aims at a higher standard than any 
other periodical in the denomination. If it suc- 
ceeds, we believe it will take rank in a literary 
point of view, with the highest order of theolog- 
ical publications in the United States. The Pro- 
prietors, Marsh, Capen and Lyon, have evinced 
a patriotic intention in thus far presenting the 
work to our religious public, and are deservedly 
entitled to the gratitude as well as the cordial 
support of our friends generally. Should anoth- 
er volume be published, Messrs. Ballou of Bos- 
ton, and Ballou 2d of Roxbury are engaged to 
conduct it. In such hands it cannot fail of 
meeting every reasonable expectation in its fa- 
vor. 

We wish well to allour religious publications ; 
but for that to which we now allude, our desires 
for its continuance are exceedingly strong. 
There ought to be at least three or four hundred 
copies of the Expositor taken in Maine ; and yet 
we fear there are but very few indeed. We 





-would call the attention of our brethren herea- 


bouts to this work. By a timely patronage they 
may save the publication from becoming extinct, 
and most certainly they will receive to them- 
selves in return a large value for the price they 
shall pay. What is done should be done quick- 
ly. Those disposed to extend a saving hand tow- 
ards the Expositor may send their names to us ; 
and we shall take pleasure in forwarding them 
to the Editors. Or they can, when most conve- 
nient, forward their names directly to Marsh, 
Capen and Lyon, Boston. Shall the Expositor 
live? or shall itdie? ‘This is the question fur 
Universahists now to decide. We trusta becom- 
ing respect for our own denomination, as well as 
a love of truth, will prompt them, in the present 
case, to sustain the publication. It is published 
once in two months—the numbers being large 
and the work elegantly executed at $2 per year 
in advance. 
OLD DICTIONARY OF LIMITARIARS. 
Everlasting —Duration extensive with God in- 
discriminately applied, whether to mountains, 
or the priesthood of Aaron. 
Eternal,— [See everlasting. j 
Hell—A pit made by God, which he filled with 
apparatus of inconceivable torture, and design- 
ed it to torment to endless ages of eternity a 
class of his intelligent creation, whom he was 
pleased to pass by and ordain to dishonor and 
wrath, to the praise of his vindictive justice. 
Devil—An omnipresent being—once a sharer 
of God’s kingdom ; but undertook by rebellion 
to usurp the throne.—After several hard con- 
tested, and fur'a long time doubtful battles, 
God succeeded, and thurst him with his repro- 
bate crew, down to hell, which was prepared 
w receive him. He is still, however, carrying 
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on his warfare, unable totally to be subdaed, to 
seek redress for former injurics, and lamenta- 
ble to relute, will finally compel the Almighty 
to sue for terms, and share the spoils. 

Gospel.—Good news to the elect, that God har 
reprobated nine tenths of their fellow beings 
to endless damnation. 

Sin.—An infinite evil: accordingly without be- 
ginning or end; impossible to be destroyed by 
God, He being no more-than infinite. 

Drunkard.—[Here discrimination must be used, } 
if a member of church, an heir of glory ; if 
not, a subject for hell. 

Liar.—There are two kinds; excusable and in- 
excusable. The former lie for the glory of 
God, and are denominated pious liars; the lat- 
ter, those who speak falsely concerning onc a- 
nother, and blaspheme the Godhead, by de- 
claring that one is not three. 

Day of judgment.—The time God will call souls 
from Heaven and Hell, to ascertain if some 
have not got into either place through mistake ; 

' ifso to change abodes. Jt will all be done in 
one day whether it will be accomplished by day 
light, we are not informed. 

Mercy.—[This word has gone out of use and 
needs no definition. | 

Justice.—An attribute which requires that the in- 
nocent should suffer instead of the guilty. 
Hence we would add— 

Justification.—A borrowed garb of righteousness, 
to cloak the sinner’s deformity, while getting 
into heaven. 

Unquenchable.—Applied to fire, which it 1s be- 
yond the-power of Ged to stay, fur if it could 
be quenched by him it would be quenchable. 
We may have an idea of this fire, by conceiv- | 
ing it to be made of “green wood.” 

Broad Road.—The road which God designed to 
be wide and free from obstructions that those 
whom he was pleased to ordain to dishonor 
and wrath might find no difficulty in going to 
hell. 

Wages of sin.—Endless death, in the reprobated 
vessels of God's eternal hatred. 

Heaven.—The dwelling place of those who just- 
ly deserve the “wages of sin,” obtained by the 
stolen livery of Justification, and where they 
will respond with amen, to the torments and 
to the shrieks and wailings of the damned in 
hell. 

Perdition.—[See hell. 

“A Lexicographer” thinks, if what the Uni- 

versalists deem the true meaning of words, 

was commonly received among men much la- 
bor and anxiety would be saved. Query. 

How much labor, intrigue and spunging, would 

be saved them (limitariams) in their soul trade 

if what they deemed the true meaning of 
words was commonly received among men. 
Gospel Ancher. 


PRAYING MACHINES. 

By the following article it will appear, that the 
work of praying is carried on in some countries 
on the laber-saving principle. We shall leave it 
for others to determine, whether it is expedient 
to introduce the “praying machine” into this 
country. "Those who pray to beseen and heard 
of men—those who pray to produce effect in 
getting up revivals of religion—those who think 
they are to gain heaven by the the multitude of 
prayers they offer, are solicited to take it into 
serious consideration. 

“Prayine Mactines.—The kurdu, or pray- 
er machiue, is peculiar to the Buddhists. It con- 
sists of hollow wooden cylinders, of different 
sizes, filled with Tangud writings. The cylin- 
ders are painted with red stripes, and adorned 
with handsome gilt letters, in the Sauserit 
character; each of these is fixed upon an iron 
axis, which goes through a square frame: this 
frame is capable of being shut up flat, and is 
formed, upon a small scale, much like a weaver’s 
shearing machine. Where the lower parts of 
the frame cross, there is a hole, in which the axis 
of the cylinder turns ; by means ofa string which 
is attached to a crank in the spindle, the ma- 
chine can be kept in. motion; so that the cylin- 
der turnsin the frame like a grindstone, (only 
upright) upon its axis, At Sarepta we had two 
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of all sorts, rdiled one upon a the | 
spindle, and in the side of the cylinder, to the 

length altogether of some hundred feet. These 

prayer mills perform a much more important of- 
fice than a sosary, which only serves to assist 
the person who prays. The Moguls believe that 
it is meritorious respectfully tu set in motion, 
(whether by the wind or otherwise,) such wri- 
tings as contain prayers, and other religious doc- 
uments, that the noise of these scraps of theolo- 
gy may reach to the gods and bring down their 
blessing. As these prayer machines usually 
contain the Tangud formula which is servicable 
to all creatures, (repeated it may be, ten thou- 
sund times, so that there is a multiplication of 
power like that in the English machines, equiv- 
alent to the labor of so many individuals, ). as 
| prayer can inthis manner be carried on like a 
wholesale manufactory, itis not very surprising 
that prayer-mills are so commonly to be found 
in the houses of the Moguls. An ingenious con- 
trivance this, for storming heaven with the 
least possible trouble.” — Zwick’s Calmuc. 





The printer, in the absence of the editor marked the 
following article from the Trumpet. It is a communi- 
cation signed ‘“Sidual W. Trebor.”’ It has since been 
ascertained, that his real name may be? known by spell- 
ing this signature from right to left. Robert W. Laudis 
is the name of the person who, it appears, is a demestic 
Missionary in the employ of Dr. Skinner’s church in 
Philadelphia. Our readers in this article will see the 
objections to the doctrine of Universalism. They are 
scriptures which have been repeatedly shown by Uni- 
versalists, to afford no proof in favor ot the doctrine of 
endless sufferings, or against that of Universal Salvation. 


From the Trumpet and Magazine. 
ESSAY AGAINST UNIVERSALISM. 

Mr. Wuirremore :—I send you the following 
as my first essay on the subject of Universalism ; 
if you publish any of it, be kind enough to pub- 
lish the whole of it just as it is. I will merely 
quote a few passages and comment upon them. 

Rev. xiv: 3—Blessed are the dead that die 
in the Lord, that they may rest from their la- 
bors.” This clearly implies that they who do 
not die in the Lord are not blessed, and do not 
find rest. 

Ps!. cxix: 15—“Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of his saints.” This likewise 
implies that the death of those that are not his 
saints is not precious in the sight of the Lord, 

2 Peter iii: 9—“The Lord is net willing-that 
any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.” This passage teaches that all who 
do not come to repentance will perish. 

In Matthew v: 20, we are told that Jesus said, 
“Except your righteousness exceed the right- 
eousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in 
no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” The 
phrase “kingdom of heaven,” in this place means 
either the gospel church on eurth, or heaven it- 
self. It cannot mean the gospel church ; because 
many whose righteousness was inferior to that 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, have entered into 
it. It must, therefore, mean heaven. All, there- 
fore, who die with a righteousness no better than 
that of the Scribes and Pharisees, will not be 
received into heaven. 

Luke xii: 28—“There shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in 
the kingdom of God, and you yourself thrust 
out.” The “kingdom of God” does net here 
mean the gospel church on earth; for it is utter- 
ly impossible that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
should be seen in that church, as they tvere dead 
long before ; this passage, therefore, teaches that 
some will not be permitted to dwell in Heaven. 

Mark xvi: 16—“He that believeth not shall 
be damned ;” or condemned. The question is, 
how long will those be condemned who believe 
not the gospel? The answer is very evident, 
viz: so long as they are unbelievers, they shali 
be damned, or condemned. If they die unbe- 
lievers, they will be damned when they die. 

Rom. iii: 26—“Phat he might be just, and 


the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” — 


This passage teaches that God cannot be just, | 50 


and at the same time the justifier of him that 
believeth not in Jesus. And, by consequence, 





lage kurdus of this kind with Tangud writings 


so long as a man believeth not in Jesus, so long 












God cannot be just, and at the same timé be his 
jastifier. But many men die without believing 
in Jesus, and, therefore, many men die, and go 
into eternity, in a condition in which God cannot 
be their justifier, and at the same time be a just 
God: oe 

In Matthew xii: 31, 32, we read that thev 
who blaspheme against the Holy Ghost shall not 
be forgiven, neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come. Wniversalists tell us, that the 
word here rendered “world,” should be transia- 
ted “age,” so that the clause would read “neither 
in this age nor the age to come.” This, howev- 
er, it will be ubserved, does not assist them any ; 
for if those that committed this sin, were. not 
forgiven either in that, or the coming age, they 
of course died unforgiven. 

John iu: 23—“He that believeth on the Sin 
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” This passage teaches, that so 
long as @ man continues to disbelieve the Son, 
so long ‘‘the wrath of God abideth on him.” Vf 2 
man dies, therefore, without believing the Son, 
he dies with the wrath of God abiding on him. 

Luke xii: 5—Fear him which, after he hath 
killed [the body] hath power to cast into hell.” 
This passage most manifestly proves that there is 
@ hell. 

1 Peter iii: 18—20—“Christ, being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the spirit, 
by which also he went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison ; which sometimes were disobe- 
dient when once the long suffering of God wai- 
ted in the days of Noah,” &c. Perhaps you 
may say that this is a controverted passage. 
But you will please to remember, that the gen- 
uineness of this passage is not disputed ; neither 
is the fact controverted, that these spirits were ix 
prison when Peter wrote. This truth the text 
distinctly declares. No one will surely main- 
tain that this prison is heaven; and if it be not 
heaven, we learn that those that were disobedi- 
ent in the days of Noah were exeladed from 
heaven and shut up in the prison. This prison 
is doubtless the hell spoken ofin Luke xii: 5. 

The Bible assures us that sume part of man- 
kind will be condemned by God after the resur- 
rection. 

Daniel xii: 2—“Some (of those that sleep in 
the dust shall arise) to everlasting shame and 
contempt.” ; , 

John v: 58, 29—“The hour is coming, in 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done 
good, unto tbe resurrection of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion.” 

In Rev. v: 9, we read that those that are 
saved, or redeemed, are out of every people; 
new if they are out of every people, they cannot 
be every people. 

The Bible likewise assures us that mankind 
are judged after death, and the resurrection. 

Heb. ix: 27—*“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, and after this, the judgment.” 

Mat. xi: 22, 24—“Jt shall be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment, than 
for thee.” The day of judgment spoken of, 
esnnot be the “destruction of Jerusalem,” as 
many Universalists suppose ; because Tyre, and 
Sidon, and Sodom, bad nothing to do with the 
destruction of that city. Shall be, is future tense ; 
and Tyre and Sidon, and Sodom, were desfroy- 
ed long before Jerusalem. 

Rev. xx: 11—13—*“And I saw a great white 
throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away. And I 
saw the dead, small and great, stand before God - 
and the books were apened: and the dead wer: 
judged out of those things written in the books 
according to their works.” Jt is impossible to 
declare in a stronger language, than is contained 
in this ge, that there is a judgment of man- 
kind after the resurrection; and if a judgment 
then must there be offenders. And this agrees 
with what our Saviour says in Matthew xiii: 49, 


“So shall it be at the end of the world; the an- 
gels shall come forth and sever the wicked from 





among the just; and shall cast them into the 












furnace of fire : there 
ing of teeth. 
Yours Respectfull 





UAL W. TREBOR. 


PER WATCHMAN, 

















shall be wailing and gnash- ) 

















defend, as you do not impeach me on that ground. — 
Neitner is there any charge brouglit cgtind ac fora 
breach of Church covenant, or for nonattendance on your 
religious meetings or church ordinances. But the whole 
and sole charge is for heresy, in not believing in the 
doctrine that teaches that a part of our fellow- te will 
be inconceivably and interminably miserable; or, in oth- 
er words, in believing that the whole rational and de- 
dent offspring of God will be finally saved, sanctified 





Woodstock, June 2, is32. 


“I have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem.”’ 


MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS, 

Br. Cooper will preach at Bridgwater on the 2d Sabbath 
in this month, and at Barnard on the following Sabbath. 

Br. Balch will preach at Hartland to-morrow. 

Br. Garfield will preach at Barnard to-morrow, at Leb- 
anon on the Sabbath following, and at Tunbridge on the 
3rd Sabbath in June. 

Br. Moore will preach at Bethel on the 2nd Sabbath 
in June, and a lecture at 6 o'clock at Stockbridge 
Green. 

Br. J. Gilman will preach at Calais, Vt. to-morrow, 
at Hardwick on the 2nd Sabbath in June, and at Fays- 
ton on the Sabbath following. 


Br. Bell will preach at Stockbridge to-morrow, at Sha- 
ron on the following Sabbath, and at Rochester on the 
3rd Sabbath in June. 

Br. Aurin Bugbee will preach at the Academy in 
Royalton to-morrow, and at West Brattleboro’ the fol- 
lowing Sabbath. 


=== 














Excommunication. 

Mrs. Lucy Smith,a member of the Congregational 
Church in Cornwall, Vt. has recently passed through 
the ordeal of church discipline’and excommunication; as 
will appear by the following letters and church proceed- 


ings. They are characteristic of the spirit of the reli- 


gion of that sect, which breathes anathema and condem- 
nation on all who have the virtue and moral courage to 
dissent from their profession of faith. Mrs. Smith is a 
venerable person of unblemished moral character, re- 
spected by all who know her; and has for some years 
been a resident of Shoreham, and an attentive listener 
to, and believer in, the “glad tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.” 

The letters, now published, are copied, verbatim, from 
the original ones, now in the bands of Mrs. Smith. They 
were all from the pen of the pastor of the aforesaid 


church. The first isa copy sent her, of the charge of 
heresy, as follows:— 
“TO THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

4 CORNWALL. 

Dear Brethren,—Having learnt from reports, that 
there were some grounds to fear, that Mrs. Lucy Smith, 
a member of this Church, had embraced the doctrine of 
the universal slvation of all men, 1 went to converse 
with her on the subject; she frankly acknowledged to 
me, that she had changed her sentiment on that subject, 
from what they once were, when she unitec with this 
church; and that she now believed in the universal sal- 
vation of all mankind. As I considered this sentiment to 
be a dangerous heresy, not to be allowed in the church, 
I at that time took the first step of gospel labor with her, 
agreeable to our Saviour’s direction in the eighteenth 
chapter of Matthew. But not gaining her, 1 went again, 
taking with me brother Ichabod Morse, as a witness and 
assistant, in the second step of labor. To each of us she 
acknowledged what she had told me before, that she be- 
lieved in the salvation of all mankind. We both labored 
with her, but not being able to gain her to what J con- 
sider to be the Gospel on this subject, I now tell it to the 
Church, in hopes that your labors will be blessed to her 
recovery from her dangerous error. 

am yours, dear brethren 
ELIPHALET 

Cornwall, Dec. 30th, 1831. 

The above isa true copy of the charge now in my 
hands; attest, Jedediah Bushnell, Pastor of ssid Church. 

The pastor called on Mrs. Smith, and notified her of 
the time when the church would attend to the complaint. 
She asked him if she would be permitted to have coun- 
cil, and he assured her that she might employ such coun- 
cil as she pleased. The day ariived—the parties (the 
church versus Mrs. Smith) met—the complaint was 
read; when the Moderator, Mr. Bushnell, observed to 
Mrs. Smith, that now was the time for her to make any 
remarks which she had te offer. Her husband, John 
Smith, Esq. acting as council for the defendent, arose, 


aad read the following defence. 
Mrs. Lucy Smith’s Defence. 


TO THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 
CORNWALL. 

Dear Brethren.— Having received a copy of the charge 
which has been lodged against me by Bro. E. Samson, 
and also informed that you would act upon that charge 
this day; and having been assured by the pastor that I 
should be permitted to appear before the Church and 
make my defence—I now, as the accused party, present 
myself for that purpose. I perceive by the copy of the 
charge which has been left with me by the Rev. J, 
Bushnell, pastor, that it contains but one specification, 
(viz.) that L had ‘‘embraced the doctrine of the univer- 
2a] salvation of all men.” Nothing is said about my 


SAMSON.” 


and restored, through the death ‘and sufferings of an all 
sufficient, compassionate and perfect Saviour. Now, if 
I err in this sentiment, I err on the side of that Charity 
which suffers Jong and is kind; which believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, and which 
never faileth. And is it not strange, dear brethren, that 
you should feel to cast me off, for the simple belief in 
the unbounded goodness, mercy and salvation of God to 
you and I and all mankind, manifested in and through a 
crucified Redeemer ? 

Brother Samson adds, **I went to converse with her on 
the subject; she frankly acknowledged to me, that she 
had changed her sentiments on that subject, from what 
they were when she united with this church; and that 
she now believed in the universal salvation of all man- 
kind.’ I tender to him and to this Church my thanks 
that they have confessed that I have not played the part 
of a Hypocrite in concealing my real sentiments upon 
this subject; but, that I have had the candor to frankly 
acknowledge them. Do you then find fault with me for 
confessing my honest opinion; or do you wish me to con- 
tinue to walk with you, and sit under, and listen to, the 
preaching of sentiments which I do not believe and can- 
not fellowship, and thus cloak my sentiments under the 
mask of hypocrisy? No, 1 ain sure this is not what you 
desire. I trust, then, that you will have the same frank- 
ness in suffering me to peaceably withdraw fellowship 
from this Church; and that you will, therefore, grant me 
a letter of dismission. Brother Samson states, in the 
charge which he has proffered against me, that he ‘‘took 
the first step of labor with her agreeable to our Saviour’s 
direction in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew,” and 
then adds, “But not gaining her, 1 went again, taking 
with me Brother Ichabod Morse,” &c. Now { would 
beg leave to state to this church, that nearly a year had 
rolled away, from the time that Brother Sampson took 
the first step of labor with me, (which, by the way, I 
did not at that time understand to be a labor, but, (as he 
called it) a friendly visit) until he called upon me the 
second time, with his ‘assistant, Brother Morse. If, 
then, he and the church did view me in such an awful 
and dangerous sit!ation, suspended by the brittle thread 
of life over the yax7ning gulf of endless misery and des- 
pair, and, as lile is short and uncertain, liable every mo- 
ment to drop into it, where I-should be forever deprived 
of all the blessings of church diseipline, and the enjoy- 
ment of your kind instructions and admonitions, why 


this great delay of christian duty and love? I might now 
have been suffering that torment you eo much dread, 
and the price of my sufferings might have been measur- 
ably required at your hands. And why did you permit 
me to rest in that dangerous befief for months and even 
years before you first commenced this ‘‘Gospel labor” 
with me? Will it be replied, that you were unacquain- 
ted with my real sentiments? Zixsit not been a fact, 
fully known to yeu and the public, that I have, for three 
or four years past, attended upon the stated ministration 
of the doctrine which you.are pleased io call heresy ?— 
Will it be said that the reason you cid not commence 
this labor sooner, was, because you had 120 hopes of re- 
claiming me from my dangerous errors? Such a state- 
ment will not agree with the report of Brother Samson’s 
labors with me; for he says, “I now tell ix 10 the church, 
in hopes that your labors will be blessed to er recovery 
from her dangerous error.”” Now, as the longer we em- 
brace error, and the more we become confirr1.td in it, the 
more dangerous and hopeless is our condition, your duty 
as christians, and your professed love for the welfare of 
my immortal soul, imposed upon you the most solemn 
obligation to use every means in your power to check 
the first wayward step from the path of Gospel li;ght and 
truth. By so doing yov would not only have enjoyed 
the pleasing reflection that you had done your duty, but, 
might have been instrumental in rendering a lasting and 
invaluable benefit to one whom you have heretofore 
been pleased to call a ‘Sister in Christ.” Bat, dear 
Brethren, | freely forgive you this past neglect of duty, 
and hope that the labor you have now commenced may 
be blessed to us all, in the advancement of the cause of 
evangelical truth, light and knowledge. The truth is 
mighty and it will prevail. It does not shrink from, but 
courts investigation. It regards not the cavillings of the 
sceptic, on the one hand, nor the threats and denuricia- 
tions of the enthusiast on the other. 

Brother Samson says, in his report, “We both labored 
with her, but not being able to gain her to what I con- 
sider to be the faith of the Gospel, I now tell itto the 
Church.” Upon this statement I will take the liberty to 
observe, that, if I except the ‘friendly visit,” by Broth- 
er Samson, there has been no Gospel or Scripture labor 
with me on the point of doctrine, for the belief ot which, 
“I am called in question this day.” Jt is true that 
Brother Samson and his’ assistant,” and also the Rev. 
W. Bushnell, have visited me, and, after receiving from 
nie a "frank acknowledgment” of my belief, they have 
assured me that it is no where taught in the Bible ; that 
it is a fatal error, a dangerous delusion, &c. But J could 
view these statements in no other light than bare asser- 
tions, unsupported by the scriptures. 1 assured them 
that’l was open to free inquiry and conviction, and ready 
to renounce my errors when convinced of them. But 
no investigation was attempted on their part. I will how 
make the same statement to the church; that, if they 
can convince me that that doctrine is false, and not step- 
ported by the word of God, I will most readily and cheeg- 








moral conduct or character. These | am not called upon 


fully renounce it. 
4 











—- aed 


Tam here charged with the crime of heresy, in bold. 
wpe belief that all men will be saved. In answer to 
this charge, I would say, ‘‘In the way which they call 
heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers; believing all 
things that are written in the Law and the Prophets."— © 
And, as one who feels bound always to be ready ‘‘to give 

an answer to every one that asketh the, reason of the. 
oe that isin him, with meekness and with fear.” 1 

will now give a concise and brief statement of my reli- 

gious views, touching this sabject 

I believe in one God and Father of all mankind, who 
is infinite in wisdom, power and goodness, whose name 
and nature are Love. 

I believe in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament; and that they contain a revelation of the 
gracious designs, purposes, will and pleasure of our heav- 
enly Father, relative to the spiritual and eternal desti- 
nies of his dependent and moral offspring. 

I believe in the testimony of God’s hol Patriarch’s 
Prophets and Apostles, who have “testified of the times 
of the restitution of all things, since the world began.” 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, who is repeatedly 
styled in the Scriptures, “the Son of God,” “the Saviour 
of the world.” ‘ 

I believe that “the Father sent the Son to be the Sav- 
iour of the world;”’ and that Christ is the Saviour ef ali 
men, specially of them that believe. 

I believe that Christ “gave himself a ransom for all 
men, to be testified in due time;” that he. ‘*by the grace 
of God, tasted death for every man.” 

I believe that “‘the blood of Christ cleanseth from all 
sin;” that, ‘the shall see of the fravail of his soul and 
shall be satistied;” and, consequently, that not one drop 
of his blood. was shed in vain. +f 

I believe that all the promises of God are yea and a- 
men, and that God made the promise to the Patiiarchs, 
saying, ‘in thy seed shall all the ‘nations,’ ‘families’ and 
‘kindreds’ of the earth be blessed.” 

I believe that the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years afterwards, ‘cannot disannul”’ this promise, 
“that it should make it of none effect ;” but, being sanc- 
tioned by the oath of Jehovah, it will certainly be fulfil- 
led; for God hath said, ‘I will perform the oath that I 
sware unto the Fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob.”’ 

I believe that *‘all nations whom thou hast made shall 
come and worship before thee and shall glorify thy 
name;” and that God is the creator of all the nations that 
have existed, or ever shall exist. Hence, if all nations 
glority his name, no one will be lett to blaspheme it to al! 
eternity. A 

I believe in the benevolent designs and purposes of 
God to his creatures:—that he “will have all men to be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” That 
he “‘worketh all things after the counsel of his own will,” 
and that “he hath purposed in himself, in the dispensa- 
tion of the fullness of times, to gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth, even in him.” . 

I believe “‘the record that God hath given of his Son, 
that he hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son;” and also, that we are,saved by grace, through 
faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of God.— 
Nevertheless, it is our duty to perform good works, for 
“these things are both good and table wntomen.”” 

I believe that Christ ‘shall finish transgtession, and 
make an end of sin,’ and that he shall ‘‘destroy death 
and him that hath the power of death, that is, the devil.’” 
Hence the devil and his works will come to a perpetual 
end; for “he was manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the Devil.” 

I believe that ‘Jesus is the resurrection and the hife;’’ 
that, “As in Adam all die, even so im Christ shall all be 
made alive.” Then will the kingdom return back to 
“God the Father, and God be ali im al}.”” Then will 
there be ‘‘no more pain, nor crying, nor death, for the 
former things will be passed away.’ And then will all, 


for whom Christ died, be satictified, redeemed and re- 
stored. 


Finally, I believe that this faith is most consonant with 
the glory, attributes and perfections of God, compatible 
with the character and offices of Christ, as prophet, priest 
and king—and consistent with the moral, spiritual, and 
eternal welfare of his rational and dependent creatures. 


LUCY SMITH. 


The church then proceeded to act upon the complaint, 
without offering a single objection to the validity of Mrs. 
Smith’s defence. The yeas on the question, whether 
the charge was fully sustained, were called, and the 
Moderator declared them to be ‘talmost unanimous in 
the affirmative, bul not quite.’ Thus they voted her 
| guilty of the crime of heresy, without adducing the 
least evidence of the same from reason of seripture.— 
Mr. Smith arose and interrogated the Moderator as fol- 
lows: “‘Did you not state at my house, that you should 
prefer the Bible as a directory in this case, to your 
church rules and regulations ?” “ Yes Sir,” was the re- 
ply. ‘Where then,” said Mr. Smith, ‘has the Bible 
been in this case? Has it not been thrown entirely aside 
by the church?” And he indicated to them his willingness 
to rest her case entirely oh the scriptures: Dea. Morse 
arose and observed that ‘“* Mrs. Smith has confessed the 
truth of the charge of heresy, and thus pleads guilty ;” 
for she says, “ In the way that some cal? herery so, wor- 
ship I the God of my fathers,’ &c. Mr. Smith in sub- 
stance replied, ‘‘ If thé Apostles were heretics, so are 
we? Thus according to the d arguinent, all the 
Apostles should have been excommunicated for heresy. 
Dea. Morse then suid to Mrs. Smitli, “yeu have brought 
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| forth 5 greet dia of Scripture; you have almost 








at come up 
tans; (and yet they had not adduced one text) but, my 
dear wom mber that the nearer you come to us, 
the greater isthe danger.” . 

The church then voted that two letters of admonition 
he given Mrs. Smith, and appointed the pastor to perform 
that part—and adjourned, sine die. 

The pastor then shook hands with Mrs. Smith, and 
said he “believed she was honest, and hoped she would 
feel friendly to the church, for the church had dealt ten- 
derly with her;” and invited her home to tea, &c. Thus 
there was.a halo ot moral excellence thrown around the 

, character of this woman, that even bigotry itself could 
not withstand. He still sought her friendship .and es- 
teem. But was it dealing tenderly ‘with her to stamp 
upon her the brand of ‘héresy, and ‘attempt to disgrace 
her, at least in their estimation, by an act of public ex- 
communication? But we rejoice that these church bulls 
and anathemas have lost their power to brand with infa- 
my 2 citizen of this enlightened land for honest opinion. 

Ist Letter of Admonition. 


The first Admonition from the Congregational Chureh 
of Christ in Cornwall, to Mrs. Lucy Smith. 


Dear Stster,—You are senmble that a complaint 
has been presented to this church by brother Eliphalet 
Samson, against you for having embraced the doctrine of 
the universal salvation of all mankind. The church of 
late held a meeting, at which you were -present, to in- 
quire into the truth of the charge. At that meeting you 
explicitly acknowledged, that you fully believed in the 
final: salvation, or restoration of all mankind to eternal 
life. The church then heard your written defence, ac- 
companied with some remarks from your husband, Esq. 
Smith; also the brethren of the church made some re- 
marks to present the case fully before the church. Then, 
as youvill recollect, the church passed the following 
votes. 1, That the steps taken with you by brother 
Samson were sufficiently regular. 2. That they consid- 
er you for your belief guilty of heresy. 3. That you 
were now subject to the admonitions of the chureh.— 
Since that they have voted to you th: following admoni- 
tion. 

Dear Sister,—We are afflicted at your departure 
from what we consider to be the faith of the gospel, in 
that you |havé embraced the sentiment of the universal 
salvation of all mankind. We once had better hopes of 
you; when you entered into covenant with us. But we 
still hape, that you may be reclaimed from your danger- 
ous error; as God does in mercy some times bring back 
his people, who have wandered from him, to the fold of 
Christ. We, therefore, consider it our duty to use the 
means for your recon that your spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus. And as the scripture di- 
rects us to admonish those who have fallen into error, 
we warn you against your dangefous sentiment, and ad- 
monish you to return to your first faith. We consider. 
that-God in the Bible has revealed, the eterna) punish- 
metit df the wicked, as clearly as the eternal salvation of 
the righteous. We consider, they are said to go away 
into everlasting punishment, and to suffer the vengeance 
of eternal fire. We are taught also, that some of them 
shall never [not] be forgiven in this world, nor in that 
which is to come. Their condition also is represented as 
without remedy, and without hope. It is said their worm 
shall never (not) die, nor their fire be quenched, and 
that the smoke of their torment shall rise up forever and 
ever, They are said to have their portion in this life, 
and to have perished; to knock at the door in vain, and 
to be ordered away by Christ as workers of iniquity.— 
They are also represented as lett without the walls of 
the New Jerusalem in the judgment day. These are 
but few of the many evidences to us, that you have im- 
bibed avery dangerous heresy. We beseech you to re- 
nounce it, and come back to the faith of the Bible, which 
you professed to believe, when you covenanted with us, 
and be no longer the cause of grief tothe church. By 
the vote of the church—attest, 

JEDEDIAH BUSHNELL, Pastor. 
Cornwall, January 27, 1832. 

N.B. The above isa true copy of the Admonition 

voted by the Church. J.B 


2d Letter. 

The second Admonition from. the Congregational 
Church of Christ in Cornwall to Mrs. Lucy Smith. 
Dear SrtsteR,—You are sensible, that this church 

are pursuing a labour with you, on the ground of a charge 

brought against you by brother Eliphalet Samson, for 
embracing the doctrine of the universal salvation of all 
jmankind. You have had your opportunity before the 
church, we have heard your detence, and the church 
have voted your sentiment to he heresy, and have sent 
you this first admonition. With these things you are 
fully acquainted. But receiving no intimation that you 
renounce your error, we feel it to be our duty agreea- 
ble to what is said, Titus 3: 10, to send you our second 
admonition. We do, therefore, again admonish you of 
your error and danger, and that you return to that faith, 
which you protessed, when you covenanted to walk 
with this. church. In our last admonition to you, we 
brought forward some scripture evidence, which we 
think disproves your sentiments; it will be needless, 
therefore, to state it again, it being already in your pos- 
session, But we admonish you to look into the bible, 
where there isso much said of the everlasting punish- 
ment of the wicked, and take warning before it is too 
late. By order of the church, attest, 

JEDEDIAH BUSHNELL, Pastor. 

Cornwall Febuary 25th 1832. 





Excommunication of Mre. Lacy Smith. 

te i lor 

to Mfrs Smith, Our affe . 

You are fully acqauinted with our labors with you for 
sometime past for your avowal of the doctrine ef the uni- 
versal salvation, or universal restoration, of all mankind ; 
which sentiment we consider to be heresy. _We have in 
addition to our first labor with you, sent you our first and 
second admonitions. But reoeiving no answer from you, 
or evidence, that you have renounced your error, we 
have considered it our duty, to excommunicate you from 
our church, and thereby, thus far, to purify the church 
from such dangerous and corrupt sentiments. This day, 
therefore, at a church ting duly appointed to attend 
to your care, the motion was made to excommunicate you 
from the church, as anirreclaimable member 3 and it was 
voted to excommunicate you, no person voting in the 
negative. You are, therefore, separated from our charch, 
and we pray, that this excommunication may be blest to 
save your spirit, in the day of the Lord Jesus. The de- 
sign of this letter is to acquaint you with your excom- 
munication. By order of the church, attest. 
JEDEDIAH BUSHNELL, Pastor. 


Cornwall, March 30th 1832. 

Thus ends this long church labor with this venerable 
matron. No mention is made ofimmotal conduct, or of 
neglect of church ceremonies ; but the whole head and 
front of her offending is the belief that all men will be 
ultimately made holy and happy. The pastor says, “We 
once had better hopes of you,” &e. This their better 
hopes were, that she would continue to the day of her 
death inthe belief that some will be endlessly damned. 
The text adduced by the Pastor, to convince her of her 


error, have been so often answered, and shown to have 


a very different signification,’ that it is not necessary to 
notice them now. Query. How long would it take the 
church to “purify” itself of its brightest ornaments by 
continuing the above mode of discipline? Why not pu- 
rify itself of its immoral members? Why continue in 
fellowship those who are known to indulge in intemper- 
ance and excess, merely because they retain their for- 
mer profession ot faith ? K.H. 
Religious Meeting. 

We are requested to give notice that there will be a 
religious meeting in Stowe, Vt. on the 4th day of July 
next at which time Br. H. B. Fuller will be ordained as 
a preacher of Universal reconciliation. Ministering 
brethren residing within a convenient distance are res- 
pectfully requested to attend. There will be two ser- 
mons preached, and the ordaining services will be per- 


formed in the afternoon. 
Removal. 


Rev. T. Browning has removed from Barre, to Water- 
bury, and has engaged to preach in that place every 
other Sabbath for the yearensuing- 


Sermon, 

Concluded from page 47th. =  * 

Let me conclude this discoumse,"by giving a 
summary answer to the ques , what is true 
religion ?—wherein does it consist 1—how is it 
manifested? I reply briefly, that it is a princi- 
ple of knowledge, of feeling, and of habitual 
practice,—a principle residing in the rational 
understanding, and consisting in a right appre- 
hension of the relations in, which we stand, and 
the consequent duties we owe to God and our 
fellow beings—a principle imbuing the affec- 
tions with a love of what is right, and a just ab- 


horrence ot what is wrong—a principle anima- 
ting the will with high and fixed purposes of ad- 
herence to unsophisticated conscience—a prin- 
ciple of charity, justice, beneficence and purity, 
breaking forth from the heart, into a vigoreus 
outward practice and exhibiting the i 
amiable characteristics ascribed to it in the ¢ 
cluding verse in my text—“‘Pure religion, and 
undefiled before God the Father is this, to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted,frem the world.” 
Our duties, then, are plain and. practicable. 
To render ourselves acceptable to our Creator, 
we have but rightly to employ the means he has 
set before us, for improving our minds in the 
knowledge of his being, attributes and will, and 
thence to gain clear ideas of our own duties, in- 
terests and prospects, to watch over our hearts 
and lives, and as far as in us lies, to preserve 
them from impurity, and sedulously to use our 
best endeavors for promoting the general wel- 
fare of mankind.—God has given us high intel- 
lectual endowments, and we are bound to make 
a free and diligent use of them, in searching af- 
ter truth ; but we are to do this, without looking 
with a scornful eye on our brother, who in the 
exercise of his faculties, has come to diffefent 


























the cause of 


hibiting ostentation of rig e are 
to be seriously imp with a just sense of 
our responsibilities, and of the proper charac- 
ter and present and future consequences of hu- 
man conduct, without sinking into distrust of 
the supreme goodness, or cultivatingan unamia- 
ble mournfulness of feeling, or assuming an air 
of sanctimonious austerity ; we are to exercise 
ardent love to God and man, without degrading 
ourselves by a feverish unsalutary fanaticism ; 
we are to observe with respectful attention what- 
ever religious ordinances the New’ Testamert 
prescrides, without becoming cold formalists. 

In the blended light of reason and the scriptures, 

we are to distinguish betwixt the operations of 
the spirits of God and the empty illusions of an 

excited imagination. We are to strive to cher- 
ish in our breasts the spirit'that was in Christ, 

but to banish the spirits of religious sectarian- 
ism, bigotry, and phrenzy;.we are to have a 
due respect for our own welfare, without in- 
fringing on the rights of our neighbers—and we 
are to serve our fellow men, without neglecting 
what is due to ourselves. We are to use the 
world as not-abusing it. We are to be. indus- 
trious and frugal and prudent, without be- 
coming avaricious, sordid or mean. We are to 
strive for eminence in our several employments, 
without indulging a crafty, intriguing, soul pol- 
luting ambition, We are cheerfully to taste 


the various innocent enjoyments of life, without 
suffering ourselves to be vitiated by sensuality. 
We are to be compassionate and beneficent to- 
wards the poor, the sick, and the friendless—to 
spread fuel on the cold hearth—bread on the na- 
ked board—clothes over the shivering body—in 


a word, if we will be christians, we must copy 
the stainless example of Christ, the history of 
whose life is abbreviated into a single sentence, 
“Jesus went about doing good.” It is this we 
are to apprehend and practice “pure religion, 
and undefiled.” Devoid of mystery, compre- 
hensible and plain, are God’s requirements, pre- 
senting a path sa clearly marked, that the-way 
faring man, though a fool, need not err therein. 
‘He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; 

nd what doth the Lord require of thée, but to 


do justly, to Jove merey, and to walk humbly 
with God.” 











- The ndment of the Apportionment bill 
made i the Senate, was rejected in the House 
by a very large majority, when the Senate re- 
ceded, and the bill has passed both Houses as 
it first went through the House.— Vermont 
has a fraction of 42,000. The large States 
have literally eat up the small ones. 

Georgia has sent on a number of hundred of 
Surveyors to ran out the whole Cherokee 
| Country into lots, which are to be disposed of 
in a lottery. 

A horrible murder was committed near 
Raleigh, N. C. two weeksjsince. The wife of 
Mr. John Sugg, while sitting in her own 
house, about dark, was shot dead by some 
villain, who was so near, that her head and 
neck were literally torn to pieces. A son of 
her husband, by a former wife was strongly 
suspected, and has fled. 

Snow Storm in May.—Qn Thursday night, 
May 24, snow fell in considerable quantity in 
this place. In some of the more elevated towns 
in the county, it was four inches deep, and had 
a most chilling appearance upon the green 
grass of the fields, and the virgin leaves of the 
forest. Corn which has been planted a couple 
of weeks, will probably stay put. 

Mina.—The Governor of Pennsylvania has 
sent his warrant to the Sheriff of Bucks Coun- 
ty, ordering the execution of Mira, on Thurs- 
day, the 2ist day of June, which was read to 
him by the Sheriff, and listened to with the 
greatest composure. 

Washington Irving has arrived at New York, 
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POETRY. 
POPPI OOODOOOOOC 
. The wilderness. 
There is a Wilderness more dark 
Than groves of fir, on Huron’s shore, 
And in the cheerless region, dark, 
Whatsserpents hiss, what monsters roar ? 
It is not in the untrodden isles 
Of vast Superior’s stormy lake, 
Where social comfort never smiles, 
Nor sunbeams pierce the tangled brake : 
Nor is 1t in the deepest shade 
Of Indian’s tyger haunted wood 
Nor western forests unsurvey’d 
Where crouching panthers lurk for blood, 
* *Tis in the dark unculter’d soul, 
By education unrefined ; 
(Where hissing Malice, Vices foul, 
And all the hateful Passions prowl)— 
The frightful Wilderness of mind! 


From the London Metropolitan. 
A SCENE IN THE LAST WAR. 
ie 4 * * The war with 
France being over, Sir Peter Parker took leave 
of his wife at Bordeaux, and we, with a large 


convoy carrying troops, made sail to the coast of 


America. We arrived in the Chesapenke at 
that time that the detestable war of conflagra- 
tion was at its height. When we entered the 
Potomac, a large river which empties itself into 
the Chesapeake, the fertile shores of this beau- 
tiful abode presented the sad effects of the war: 
on each side, houses were burning with fearful 
rapidity, and, when night came on, they resem- 
bled the signal fires of the Indians, blazing in all 
the horrors of destruction. The next day cur 
mariners accompanied the marinets of the rest 
of the squadron in one of these expeditions. We 
were commanded by Sir G. Cockburn in person: 
and with him as an ambateur, was the late gal- 
lant General Ross, who was afterwards killed at 
Baltimore. Our destination was up a river 
vhich runs at the back cf St. George’s Island; 
and the object was to destroy a factory, whigh 
was not only the abode of imnocent labor, but 
likewise the resort of some few militia men guil- 
ty of the unnatural sin of protecting their own 
country. We started in the morni d hay- 
ing landed about five miles up the riveF, procee- 
ded along a pretty fair road, flanked on each 
side by large woods, which led to the factory.— 
tzeneral Ross directed the movements of our 
skirmishers, and instructed our sea-general in 
some of the safeguards of a landed army. When 
we arrived within two bundred yards of the town, 
Sir Peter gave the word for his division to 
‘harge ; and, at a full trot, we arrived at the fac- 
tory. Our approach had been long known; 
every one but the women and children had de- 
serted the town, and had. taken with them’ most 
of the implements of their labor; we, therefore, 
most valiantly set fire to the unprotected prop- 
erty, notwithstanding the tears and cries of the 
women: and, hike a parcel of savages as we 
were, we danced round the wreck of ruin. It is 
now of no use to dive into the reason why this 
savage mode of warfare was resorted to; it was 
gencrally asserted to be mere retaliation on the 
South, for aggression in the North; in short, as 
the Americans burnt right and left in Canada, 
we did them the same compliment in the Ches- 
apeake, thereby following an example which 
zreater barbarians than ourselves had shuddered 
to commit. Be that as it may, every house 
which we could by ingenuity vote into the resi- 
fence of a militin man, was burnt; and, as al- 
most every American did belong to the militia, 
we had abundant opportunities of becoming the 
nost scientific destroyers of all sorts and kinds 
f property. On our return from the factory, 
(ieneral Ross went on board the Admiral’s ship ; 
whilst Sir G. Cockburn and Sir P. Parker, with 
a sufficient force, landed on the shore immedi- 
ately behind St. George’s Island, and proceeded 


to sarround the dwelling 
It was 9 o'clock tn the evenifig, the sun*had long 
set, and the moon threw a clear pale light over 
the landscape. The honse was surrounded with 
fir-treés, and the inhabitants little dreampt, in 


was at hand. All was hushed and quiet, with 
the exception of the chirping cricket, and the 
‘ripple of the water as it broke on the beach.— 
Like midnight murderers we cautiously ap- 
proached the house; the door was open, and we 
unceremoniously intruded ourselves upon three 
‘young ladips sitting quietly at tea, occupying 
\themselves with their work, and apparently ex- 
pecting a visit from some person with whom 
they were better acquainted. Sir G. Cockburn, 
Sir Peter Parker, and myself, entered the room 
rather suddenly, and a simultaneous scream was 
jour weleome. Sir G. Cocburn has naturally an 
austere countenance; but Sir Peter Parker, who 
was the handsomestjman in the nary, wore al- 
ways a winning smile, and a cheerful demeanor. 
The ladies instantly appealed to the jatter; but 
he was a good officer, and knew how to obey as 
well as command. Sir George asked for the 
Colonel, the father. He was out, and not ex- 
pected home. “He provided arms for some of 
the militia?” continued Sir George. There 
seemed a slight acquiescence on the part of the 
ladies, which was followed by these words, “I 
am sorry to be guilty of apparent incivility ; but 
your father has mainly assisted in arming the 
militia, and I must do my duty. In ten minutes 
I must set fire to this house; use that period in 
removing your valuable effects, for at the expi- 
ration of those ten minutes I shall give orders to 
burn the premises. Any one who knew Sir 
George would have known that he never devia- 
ted from his word, and consequently would have 
begun to have packed up with all despatch. Not 
so with the young ladies, they threw themselves 
on their knees, begged, and implored the Admi- 
ral to depart and leave them to their home and 
their father. “They never assisted in the war 
excepting to succor a wounded enemy.” “The 
never urged their father to arm the militia; they 
were in fact poor and unprotected females.” — 
Five mégitffts had elapsed; in vain they implored 
Sir George to forego his intentions. The young- 
est, a girl of about 16, and lovely beyond the 
poet beauty of those parts, threw herself at 
Sir P. Parker's knees, and prayed him to inter- 
fere. The tears started from his eyes in a mo- 
ment; and I so bewildered at the affecting 
scene that I appeared to see through the thick 
mist. There stood Sir George, his countenance 
unchanged and unchangeable; his watch on the 
table, and his eye fixed upon it. One girl had 
seized upon his left arm, which she pressed with 
her open hands; anéther stond a kind of Niobe, 
all tears; whilst the third and youngest was on 
her knees before Sir Peter. His feelings soon 
overcame his duty, and he had begun a sentence, 
which the Admiral cut short—the time had ex- 
pired, and I was desired to order the men to 
bring the fire bails. Never shall I forget the 
despair of that moment. Poor Sir Peter wept 
like a child, whilst the girl clung to his knees 
and impeded his retreat; the Admiral walked 
out with his usual haughty stride, followed by 
the two eldest girls, who again and again vainly 
implored him to countermand the order. Sir 
Peter was scarcely clear of the threshold when 
the flames of the heuse threw a light over the 
before sombre darkness. We retreated from the 
scene of ruin, leaving the three daughters gazing 
at the work of desolation, which made the innv- 
cent houseless, and the affluent beggars. I will 
not give an opinion concerning the feelings of 
Sir George. Iam sure he felt as a brave man 
always feels, when female beauty interferes with 
duty. The last struggle to retain his composure, 
when he called out, “Begin !” was ineffectual ; 
he felt as much as others, bat he had more com- 
mand over his feelings. I know he is a brave 
man, and therefore inherits that feeling which is 
common to that class of men. 


By the light of that house we embarked, and 
returned on board. It wasa scene which im- 
pressed itself on my heart, and which my mem- 
ory and my hand unwillingly recal and pubhsh. . 
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so calm and beautiful a night, that the destroyer | 















Life is short: ‘The poor pittance of 70 years 
is not worth being a villain for. Wag matters 
it if your neighbor lies interred in “® splendid 

1 Sleep yoa-with innocence. Look be- 
hind you through the track of time, a rast deseré 
ies open in the retrospeet; thro’ this desert 
have your fathers journeyed on, untill wearied 
with years and sorrows they sunk from the 
walks of man. You must leave them where 
they fell, and you are to go a little further, where 
you will find eternal rest. Whatever you may 
have to encounter between the cradle and the, 
grave, be not dismayed. The universe is ip 
endless motion ; every moment is big with innu- 
merable events, which come not in slow succes- 
sion, but bursting foreibly from a revolting and 
unknown cause, fly over this orb with diversified 
influence.— Blair. 


The mail, stage between Montpelier and 
Burlington, crowded with passengers, was o- 
verturned in Bolton, last Wednesday week.— 
Most of the pagsengers were more or less in- 
jured, but none seriously. 


UNIVERSALIST BOOKS 


© every description that can be obtained in the Uni- 
ted States kept on hand and for sale by Menzies Ray- 
ner, No. 6, North side Exchange Street, Portland, Me. 
together with a general assortment of Miscellaneous ati 
school books in general use. Blank Books, Stationery. 
&c. &e. All orders from the country carefully attended 
to, and particular attention paid to the supplying of Li- 
laries, MENZIES RAYNER. 


TO UNIVERSALISTS. 


ARSH, CAPEN & LYON, Boston, keep con- 
stantly for sale, aside trom {their general asaqrt- 
ment of Books and Stationary, a large assortment of 


UNIVERSALIST BOOKS. 
WHOLESALE & RETAIL. 


M., C, & L. have made arrangements to receive every 
publication, interesting to the sect, as soon as published, 
and intend their store as a\General Depository for Un- 
iversalist Publications from every part of the United 
States. They will continue to publish guch Books. 




















'Y | Pamphlets, Sermons, Catechisms and Tracts, a3 may 


he considered saleable—and would respectfully reques' 
AuTHORs to communicate their wishes and designs.— 
Publishers of Universalist works are requested to for- 
ward some of each of their publications a8 scon as out 
of the press, and all proper exertions shall be made te 
extend the sale of them. P 

M. C. & L. have long been established.in the pub- 
lishing and book-selling business—they have every fa- 
cility for supplying either Amertcan orn Foreign 
Booxs at the lowest prices and with despatch. Orders 
for Foreign Books are sent onthe 1st and 15th of erere 
month. 


M. C. & L. have in press a complete CaraALoGue 0 
Universalist & Liberal Publications, which will be sup 
plied to their customers and friends gratis. 


N.B. Booksellers and Associations supplied with th 
choicest and scarcest works on LIBERAL TERMS A. 
great variety of sMALL Booxs suitable for SapeatK 
Scuooxs constantly on hand. 


UNIVERSALIST BOOKS 


OF every description that can be obtained in the Unit- 
éd States, are kept constantly for sale wholesale and re- 
cail, at the lowest prices, at the Trumpet Office, No. 40, 
Cornhill, Boston. Among these are fincient end Afou- 
ern Histories of Universalism—-Balfour's Works— 
Ballow’s Works—Smith on Divine Government-- Whi:- 
temore on the Parables—Petitpierre or, Divine God«- 
ness—Winchester’s Dialogues, &c. &c. Also a very 
general assortment of Sermons and Tracts. A Serino: 
on the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus—another 
on that of the Sheep and Goats. Counterpart to the fo- 
mous Orthodox Tract, called the Strange Thing, which 
is strange enough, surely. One Hundred Arguments tor 
Universalism. The proprietor of the Trumpet Office ha< 
taken measures to be supplicd with a full assortment of 
all the Universalist works, published in the United States. 
and in England. 

N. B. Universalist Libraries supplied. on reasonabiv 
terms< A few choice works, that can be obtained no 
where else, are reserved for the use of Universalist Li 
brasy Associations. 








JUST RECEIVED, 
ND for sale at this office, a fresh supply of Picker- 
ings Lectures in defence of Divine Revelation. 
Woodstock, March, 24, 1832. 


WANTED 


MMEDIATELY, two smart, active boys, trom 14 to 
16 years of age, as apprentices-to the Saddle anid 
Harness Making business. Those that can come well 
recommended will meet with good encouragement by 








applying to ® M. L. BULLARD. 
Woodstock, April 14, 1832. . 
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